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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In view of the following discussion, the Applicants submit that none of the 
claims now pending in the application are non-statutory under the provisions of 35 USC § 
101 or anticipated under the provisions of 35 USC § 102 (e). Thus, the Applicants 
believe that all of these claims are now in allowable form. 

If, however, the Examiner believes that there are any unresolved issues 
requiring adverse final action in any of the claims now pending in the application, the 
Examiner should telephone Ms. Janet M. Skafar, Esq. at message telephone number (408) 
463-5670 so that appropriate arrangements can be made for resolving such issues as 
expeditiously as possible. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

The drawings were objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .84(p)(5) because reference character "52" of Fig. 4 is not mentioned in the description. 
In response, Applicants have deleted reference character "52" from Fig. 4. 

Correction to Citations 

Applicants request that four citations on the PTO-1449 forms, which were 
submitted on October 8, 2003, be corrected. The citations for items "CD", "CE", and 
"CF" on "Page 1 of 2" of the form PTO-1449, which was submitted on October 8, 2003, 
are not correct. The citation for item "CG" on "Page 2 of 2" of the form PTO-1449, 
which was submitted on October 8, 2003, is not correct. A form PTO-1449 with the 
corrected citations for items "CD", "CE", "CF" and "CG" is attached. It is requested that 
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the citations on the attached form PTO-1449 form for items "CD", "CE", "CF" and "CG" 
be used for the art on the cover of any patent issuing from the subject application. The art 
included with the IDS and form PTO-1449s which were submitted on October 8, 2003, 
was proper. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner initial the corrected 
citations on the attached form PTO-1449. 

Claim Objection 

Claim 9 was objected to because of the following informalities: On line 1 
of claim 9, it recites "The method of claim 1 further comprising associating a the virtual 
table . . .". Because of the amendments to Claim 9, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
objection to Claim 9 is now moot. 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 101 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 USC § 101 on the grounds that the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. In response, Applicants 
have amended Claim 14 as follows: "An article of manufacture comprising a computer 
program usable medium embodying computer usable program code on e or mor e 
instructions e x e cutabl e by a comput e r for . . .". 

The Rejection of Claims 1-20 under 35 USC § 102 (e) 

Claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 USC § 102 (e) as being unpatentable 
over the Couch et al. publication (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0126109, filed on 
July 2, 2002). In response, Applicants have amended the claims to more particularly 
point out the invention. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the Couch et al. publication does not 
disclose, either expressly or inherently, each and every recitation as claimed. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Couch et al. publication does not disclose "associating a 
virtual table with a message queue, the virtual table comprising a message-data column 
and at least one message-attribute column; and accessing the message queue in 
accordance with at least one database command specifying the virtual table, the message 
queue having a message comprising message-data and at least one message-attribute data, 
wherein the message-data is associated with the message-data column and the at least one 
message-attribute data is associated with the at least one message-attribute column" as 
claimed. 

In paragraph [0010], in the Background of the Invention, the Couch et al. 
publication states: "the messaging data returned to a client is in the same format as it is in 
the messaging system. Specifically, the returned messaging data is presented to the client 
as a string of characters or a message string. Generally, in this raw form, the messaging 
data cannot be used in a database system. For example, the message string cannot be 
inserted into a table in a database unless it represents a single data column. Thus, the 
message string must be converted into relational database format, i.e., a row with 
columns for a table. The client must perform several operations on the message string, 
e.g., parsing, in order to put it in a format for use by the database system." 

The Abstract of the Couch et al. publication states: "A method and system 
for converting messaging data into a relational table format in a database system, wherein 
the messaging data is within a messaging system is disclosed." Page 2, paragraph 14 of 
the Couch et al. publication states: "The table function can be used within a single SQL 
statement to access and convert the message data, and to populate directly a relational 
table. The user is no longer required to perform conversion steps because the conversion 
is automatically performed by the table function. Moreover, a table view can be created 
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and utilized by a user to select a message and then have the selected message string 
returned in relational table format." 

Unlike the claimed invention, the Couch et al. publication does not 
disclose a message-attribute column. The Couch et al. publication does not disclose a 
virtual table comprising a message-data column and at least one message-attribute 
column. The Couch et al. publication does not disclose "accessing the message queue in 
accordance with at least one database command specifying the virtual table, the message 
queue having a message comprising message-data and at least one message-attribute data, 
wherein the message-data is associated with the message-data column and the at least one 
message-attribute data is associated with the at least one message-attribute column." 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 1 is 
not anticipated by the Couch et al. publication. Claims 2-9 depend, either directly or 
indirectly from Claim 1 , and Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 2-9 are not 
anticipated by the Couch et al. publication for the same reasons as Claim 1 . 

Claims 10 and 14 have similar distinguishing limitations as Claim 1, and 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 10 and 14 are patentable for the same reasons 
as Claim 1. Claims 1 1-13 and 15-20 depend from Claims 10 and 14, respectively; 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 1 1-13 and 15-20 are patentable for the same 
reasons as Claims 10 and 14, respectively. 

In addition, Claims 2-5 and 7-9 depend, either directly or indirectly, from 
Claim 1 and have been amended to more particularly point out the invention. Applicants 
submit that Claims 2-5 and 7-9 contain additional distinguishing recitations. 

Claims 1 1-13 and 15-20 depend, either directly or indirectly, from Claims 
10 and 14, respectively, and have been amended to more particularly point out the 
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invention. Applicants submit that Claims 1 1-13 and 15-20 contain additional 
distinguishing recitations not disclosed by the Couch et al publication. 



Conclusion 



Consequently, the Applicants believe that all these claims are presently in 



condition for allowance. Accordingly, both reconsideration of this application and its 
swift passage to issue are earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



June 30, 2006 




Janet M. Skafar, Attorney 
Reg. No. 41,315 

Correspondence Customer No. 24852 
Message Telephone: (408)463-5670 
Facsimile: (408) 463-4827 
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